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SIMPLE PAST TENSE  

 
Was/ lived/ began/ received/ obtained/ applied/ died are all past simple 
 
 

A.  We use the simple past to talk about things that are now finished. Very often the past   
simple ends in ed   (regular verbs) 

 

• I work in travel agency now. Before I worked in department store.  

• We invited them to our party, but they decided not to come. 

• The police stopped me on my way home last night. 

• Laura passed her examination because she studied very hard. 
 

For spelling (stopped, studied etc.), Pay attention to the explanation of the teacher. 
 

But many verbs are irregular.   The past simple does not end in- ed. 
 
For example  

      
Write          wrote                          Mr. Hawking wrote more than 10 books about the          

                                                     predictions of quantum theory and black holes. 

 
See              saw                           We saw Juan in town a few days ago. 

 
Go                went                         we went to the school four times last week. 

 
Shut             shut                           it was cold, so I shut the window. 

    

For a list of irregular verbs, see the homework. 
 

B. In questions and negatives we use did/ didn’t + infinitive ( enjoy, see, go etc.): 
 

I enjoyed the party            I didn´t  enjoy the party             Did I enjoy the party?         

 

• Pedro: Did you go out last-night? 
                       Maria: Yes, I went to the cinema but I didn’t enjoy the film much. 

 

• Robert: When did Mr. Hawking die?    
                       Ruth: About three years ago. 

 

• They didn’t invite her to a party, so she didn’t go. 
 

• Rose: Did you have time to study?            

• Peter: No, I didn’t. 

 

C. The past of be (am/ is / are) is was/ were –  
Pay attention to the explanations of teacher. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I.E. JOSÉ MIGUEL DE RESTREPO Y PUERTA 

COPACABANA, ANTIOQUIA 

 

WORKSHOP Nº11  
 

THROUGHLINES: what did you do yesterday? 
GENERATIVE TOPICS: Class experiences• What happened?• On vacation 
OVERARCHING GOALS: Students will be able to request and provide 
clarification about how names and unknown words are spelled. 
GRAMMAR POINT: Past Simple Tense 

DATE: 

PERIOD: 

COURSE: 

NOMBRE: TEACHER: 
 

AFFIRMATIVE FORM NEGATIVE FORM INTERROGATIVE FORM 

 
I LISTENED TO MUSIC. 
YO ESCUCHÉ MÚSICA. 
 
HE LISTENED TO MUSIC.  
EL ESCUCHÓ MÚSICA.           

 
I DIDN’T LISTEN TO MUSIC.  
YO NO ESCUCHE MÚSICA.           
 
HE DIDN`T LISTEN TO MUSIC.     
EL NO ESCUCHÓ MÚSICA.               
            

 
DID I LISTEN TO MUSIC? 
 ¿ESCUCHE MÚSICA?                          
 
DID HE LISTEN TO MUSIC? 
 ¿ESCUCHÓ MÚSICA?                                                   

I /he/she/ it                    was /wasn’t 

We/ you/ they                 were weren’t 

was                I /he/she/it? 

were           We/ you/ they?                



Note that we do not use did in negatives an questions with was and were: 

 

• I was angry because they were late. 

• Was the weather good when you were on holiday? 

• They weren’t able to come because they were so busy.  

• Did you go out last-night or were you too tired? 
 

Activity in class. 
 

1. Complete the chart. 
 

INFINITIVE TRANSLATION PAST TRANSLATION 

DIVE    

TRAVEL    

GIVE    

ADMIRE    

RIDE    

 

2. Read what Monica says about typical working day. 

 

 

 

 

 

Yesterday was a typical working day for Laura. Write what she did or didn’t do yesterday. 

1. She got up at 7.00 o’clock.  

2. She___________________a big breakfast. 

3. She_______________________________ 

4. It______________________ to get to work. 

5. ________________________ at 8.45. 

6. _________________________ lunch. 

 

3. Answer the next question in English.  

What did you do last-weekend? 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Complete the sentences using the following verbs in the correct form. 

 

Buy     catch    cost     fall     hurt     sell     spend     teach    throw     write  

 

a. Mozart _______more than 600 pieces of music. 

b. How did you learn to drive? My father_____________me. 

c. We couldn’t afford to keep our car, so we _______________it. 

d. Dave ____________down the stairs this morning  and __________his leg. 

e. Jim______________the ball to Mary, who__________________it. 

f. Ann_____________a lot of money yesterday. She____________a dress which____ US$ 10 

 

5. You ask James about this holiday, write your questions. 

 

a. Hi how are things?      Fine thanks, I ‘ve just had a great holiday. 

b. Where did you go?      To the USA. We went on a trip from San Francisco to Denver. 

c. How ____________________________? By car?  Yes, we hired a car in San Francisco. 

d. It’s a long way to drive. How long____________________________?  Two weeks. 

e. Where _______________________________? In hotels? Yes, small hotels or motels. 

f. _____________________________________? Yes, but it was very hot, sometimes too hot.  

7. __________________________at 5. O’clock. 

8. ______________tired when_________home. 

9.______________ a meal yesterday evening. 

10. _____________out yesterday evening. 

11.______________at 11 o’clock. 

12._______________well last night.  



6. Listen. Listen to Roberto answering the check-up questionnaire. Complete his answers (a–c). 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Work with a partner. Create two or more questions for the check-up 
questionnaire. Then, take turns to role play the questionnaire. Record  your voice  and  upload 
in your drive portfolio.  
 
 
8. Listen. Valentina is at the doctor’s office. Listen and complete the conversation. Translate it. 

 
Doctor: How are you today? 

Valentina: I a______________________________ under the weather. I have a terrible headache. 

Doctor: b____________________________ you hit your head? 

Valentina: No, I haven’t. 

Doctor: OK. Let me check your eyes ... Open your mouth, please. It’s been very hot today. 

Your mouth is dry. Have you____________________ c enough water? If you don’t drink enough 

water, 

you d_________________________________________ get a headache. 

Valentina: Well, no. I haven’t drunk much water today. 

Doctor: You e _____________________________________________drink a lot of water. Especially when it’s hot. If you 

drink more water, you f __________________________________feel better. 

 

9. Write. This text describes how Claudia recovered from an eating disorder. Complete the 

text with the Past simple form of the verbs (a–i).  Translate it. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10.  Speak. Discuss the questions about Claudia’s story with a partner. Write your answers. 

 
a. What caused her eating disorder?_________________________________________________________ 

b. What did she do to deal with her problem?________________________________________________ 

c. How did the eating disorder affect her?____________________________________________________ 

d. What kind of eating disorder do you think she has?________________________________________ 

e. What will happen if she doesn’t talk to her mother?_______________________________________ 


